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Animal Welfare: A Growing Concern Relating to Human Health  
- Dr. Md. Mazedul Islam 

 Animal welfare means well-being of animals. Animal welfare is a growing concern in the present 
world. Concern for animal welfare is based on the belief that non-human animals are sentient and that 
consideration should be given to their well-being or suffering, especially when they are under the care 
of humans. These concerns might include how animals are slaughtered for food, how they are used in 
scientific research, how they are managed and cared, how they are kept (as pets, in zoos, farms, 
circuses, etc.), and how human activities affect the welfare and survival of wild species. (UDAW, 2005) 
 

Although animal welfare is considered as well-being on behalf of animal but it has a strong relation to 
human well-being. Such as slaughtering an animal for providing human food has a less possible 
painful scientific method in which proper bleeding of slaughtered animal occur, which has a scientific 
value for public health. On the other hand, slaughtering an animal in a non-scientific way leads to 
improper bleeding which may cause serious public health hazards. (Anil et al., 2004) 
 

Animal welfare is becoming a major issue in animal production, as for human food. It provides us 
protein, fat and other nutrients which are essential for our body. Health status of animals becomes a 
primary determinant of productivity on livestock farms. Therefore, it is important to keep an animal 
healthy and productive.  
 

A major concern for the welfare of farm animals is factory farming in which large numbers of animals 
are reared in confinement at high stocking densities. Issues include the limited opportunities for 
natural behaviors, for example, in battery cages, veal and gestation crates, instead producing 
abnormal behaviors such as tail-biting, cannibalism, and feather pecking, and routine invasive 
procedures such as beak trimming, castration, and ear notching. More extensive farming, i.e. free 
range, can also raise welfare concerns such as the mulesing of sheep, predation of stock by wild 
animals, and biosecurity (Compassion in World Farming; Welfare issue. Retrieved October 22, 2013). 
 

In various countries, several organizations are working on animal welfare; they influence their 
government to take steps about animal welfare. However, in our country animal welfare issue is also 
concerned among the government body but insufficient, which has a bad impact on food safety as well 
as human health. There is no implication of rules and regulations for treating food animal. Due to lack 
of sufficient qualified registered government veterinarian at upazilla level, in most cases animals are 
treated by local quack. As a result, there is abuse of drugs in animal health and production, which 
causes antibiotic resistance and chronic residual effect.  
  

Only registered veterinarians can play an important role in food safety, control of zoonotic diseases, 
control of disease out breaks and public health significance etc. In a newsletter, the Federation of 
Veterinarians of Europe (FVE, 2005) stated that, “only the veterinary profession possesses the 
knowledge and skills necessary for the assessment of animal welfare, the identification of the causes 
of poor welfare and the recommendations to correct it” 
 

Therefore, to make our world healthy for our next generation we must have to be concerned about the 
application of animal welfare rules and regulations, which might be ensured by the veterinarian. 
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